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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 187 


[Abstract:] Is not satisfied with returns for deposit of gold. 

Abe. Cohen 

Dealer in Diamonds, Watches, Jewelry, Musical Instruments. 

St. Paul, Minn. 

Sept. 21, 1894 

Superintendent of U.S. Mint 

Dear Sirs: 

Yours (enclosed) from Sept. 17 inst. is not satisfaction to me as I see, that I have to loose 
about $50.00. But please take notice to the following explanations. 

When 12 or 15 ounces of (gold) are melted once or twice, the loss by a common melting 
over is not more than about *4 ounce and it never has been more, as all the enclosed statements 
will show to you. I am buying and selling gold for the first 20 years and I am well posted on this 
loss of weight after melting gold can loose from 4 to 5 ounces only by using chemicals refining 
fluse. “This is something voids you do not use, if you had, the former shipments would always 
lost from 4 to five ounces, as to have been quiet lower in carat than this special shipment 
mentioned. This shipment of gold was about 550/1000 fine before melting it over, and if it had 
lost 4 ounces by melting it over it must have been from 700/1000 to 800/1000 fine afterwards. 

As is not question, there must be a mistake somewhere. Experts of refiners and jewelers 
say, it is not possible, that 12 1/5 ounces of good gold can loose 4 ounces simply by melting it 
over. 


So please take notice that the first correct figuring has been searched out on statement 
and the number 8 put in place of it. 

This can only be a mistake of one of the clerks; as all my former statements show the 
correct weight before and after melting. 

The U.S. Mint only melts the gold over in one bar and makes a Assay from each Corner, 
but does not use refining fluse, such as completes each. Trusting your honesty for a kind 
investigation of this matter and settlement as near as possible for balance. 

Very Respectfully 

Abe. Cohen 



